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Abstract
We all like to travel and visit new places. Our parents take us to trips as often as they can. That is exciting, but one country, which is very beautiful and specific to me is the United Kingdom. I have not been there, although I have heard many stories about British people and their habits. Their life is a bit different from ours. While I listen and read about them, somehow it makes me feel like many doors are opening and taking me to a whole new world. Their daily routine, religion and culture differ from habits of the Serbian people. The United Kingdom is a country in Europe which consists of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. It is located between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea, and it is in the western part of Europe. Great Britain is well - known because of its customs. It exhales with energy and good life.When we were little we used to think how other countries are very far from us. As we are growing up, we realize that everything is near if we wish to travel and explore new places. For me, Great Britain represents a place I need to discover. As I have already mentioned, I have explored a lot about the United Kingdom. I hope that You are interested  and that in the next pages You will enjoy reading about this magnificent land.
Key words: United kingdom, traveling, new places, habits, geographical location

Apstrakt

Svi mi volimo da putujemo i da posećujemo nova mesta. Naši roditelji nas vode na putovanja što češće mogu. To je uzbudljivo, ali jedna država, koja je meni veoma lepa i specifična je Velika Britanija. Nisam bila tamo, mada sam čula mnogo priča o Britancima i njihovim navikama. Njihov život je malo drugačiji od našeg. Dok slušam i čitam o njima, nekako se osećam kao da se mnoga vrata otvaraju i odnose me u potpuno novi svet. Njihova svakodnevnica, religija i kultura se razlikuju od navika  ljudi u Srbiji. Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo  je država u Evropi koja se sastoji od četiri država: Engleske, Škotske, Velsa i Severne Irske. Nalazi se između Atlantskog okeana i Severnog mora, i to je u zapadnom delu Evrope. Velika Britanija je poznata po svojim običajima. Odiše energijom i dobrim životom. Kada smo bili mali mislili smo kako je svaka država veoma udaljena od nas. Kako postajemo stariji, shvatamo da je sve blizu ako želimo da putujemo i istražujemo nova mesta. Za mene, Velika Britanija predstavlja neko mesto koje treba da otkrijem. Kao što rekoh, dosta sam istraživala o Velikoj Britanji. Nadam se da ste zainteresovani i da ćete na sledećim stranicama uživati čitajući o ovoj veličanstvenoj zemlji .

Ključne reči: Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo, putovanja, nova mesta, navike, geografska lokacija
Introduction
I peeked into the lives of British people. It seemed quite interesting. I may say it is different. Introducing unknown was fascinating to me. Other culture, history and life made me feel I am there, watching over people. Another astonishing thing is that for a couple of seconds I felt that I was living in their pretty houses, drinking delicious tea, walking past the river Thames and enjoying the beautiful nature. Unfortunately, it ended quickly. I came back in reality thinking again about my trip. I was always interested in Britain. First of all, people spoke English there and for me , this language is very special. Secondly, London is one of my favourite cities and thirdly, it often rains there and I love rain! And then, one day I found a book that is written by James O’ Driscoll. The title is ’’ Britain - the contry and its people: an introduction for learners of English ’’. That was something I had to have ! In that book You can find out everything about Great Britain. Continuing with the geografical location all the way to the everyday life. Plus, it comes up with a bunch of pictures, index and labels. Now, the question is :Is everything good as I think it is ? Well, as many people say , nothing is perfect . It is on me to consider that fact and find out the answer I am looking for .




London -  the capital of the UK

Before I really start to write about British people I thought that I must mentione some of the most famous landmarks.It would be unacceptable not to write about their magnificent countries.That is one of the most important things, because, You must admit, pieceful life depends on enviroment. If You are surronded with contaminated nature , of course You will not feel well. Or, if You live in a beautiful town, sure You will be proud on it. So, let me introduce places where they enjoy in.
The capital  of the UK and England is London which is the main attraction for the tourists.  It is about two thousand years old and it was settled before Roman invasion. London is the largest city in Europe. There are about 8. 000. 000 people that live there (2). This city is a centre of many cultures, different origins of people and here are spoken over 100 languages. London is famous because of plenty historical and cultural places and each person can find something he likes . London is also home of Parliament. There are well - known areas and those are the West End, known because of many theatres and expensive shops, and East End, known as a poorer area. Let the tour begin …
[image: image16.png]


- The first thing to be seen is definitely Buckingham palace. It  is the residence of the Queen and the Royal Family. When the Queen is at home the Royal Flag flies on the top of the palace.Palace has 775 rooms. Over 50. 000 (6) people visit this palace every year . 
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Big Ben is one of the most famous landmarks in England and it is the symbol of London. It is also a nickname for the bell on the clock. No matter where You go , Big Ben will always follow You !
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Houses of Parliament, also known as The palace of Westminster - the building stands on the bank of the river Thames and it is the place where the House of Lords and the House of Commons meet to discuss and pass law. The architecture of  this wonderful mansion will amaze You .
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All roads lead to Trafalgar Square . It was built to commemorate the victory of Nelson in battle against Napoleon. There is a statue, which is 5 m high and on the top is a Nelson without one arm and one eye . 
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Piccadilly circus is an area where are a lot of theatres, cinemas, restaurants and night clubs. It is a place where you can go shopping, too. In the middle of the square is a statue of Eros. If You want to have good time , make sure You stop by .
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   Harrods is a very luxury department store, You will love it . In Harrods you can buy high -quality clothing, electronics, jewelry, pets, toys, furniture and so much more! But, if you want to get some serious shopping you better prepare bigger sum of money, because everything is very expensive !

 Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
Apart from England , there are three more countries that constitue the UK . You will be fascinated with the beautiful nature and countries`  tradition . 
The first I will be writing about is Wales.Wales is on the west of the UK , next to England. It is quite small country and pretty mountainous. The capital city of Wales is Cardiff-a city made in 1905 and about quarter of million people live in it . The population of Wales is about three millions . People in Wales speak English and Welsh. It is a Celtic language and one of the oldest in Europe.It rains a lot in Wales. Because of that, grass is very green. Winters are short and in Summer temperature goes to twenty degrees. Wales is called Cymru on Welsh .
 Scotland is the second country I will write about. Scotland is in the north of the UK. The main city is Edinburgh, but the bigger city is Glasgow. Glasgow means “ Dear Green Place” in Gaelic and it lies on the River Clyde. People speek English there and they are half Catholics, half Protestants. Scotland is also known because of its beautiful nature, castles and Loch Ness Monster. There were many TV shows about Nessy. People were investigating the lake, but, unfortunately they could not find anything. Still, people who live there say that they have seen the monster or heard her .
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And, the last country I will be writing about is Northern Ireland. Nothern Ireland is located on the second biggest island of the British Isles. It is seperated from Ireland. The main city is Belfast. Most of the people live in this city or somewhere around it. The population of Northern Ireland is about million and a half. People speak English, Irish and Ulster Scots and they are Protestants. They call themselves Unionists and Loyalists. There are Catholics, too and there are conflicts between Protestants and Catholics, because Northern Ireland stood in the UK, when Ireland got independence . 
*Purple color represents Scotland, green England, red Wales and yellow Northern Ireland .

Hope You will discover that these countries are unique in their own way and are worth seeing .
British houses

Maybe the most interesting thing about Britain is the architecture of their houses . Have You ever watched Harry Potter? If you have, You know the house where he lived with his evil aunt. The house is the same as the others in the street. British houses have beautiful gardens, lawns and paths. There is a common saying : An Englishman’ s house is his castle. The most desirable houses in Great Britain are detached houses. These kinds of houses are the symbol of Great Britain. They own privacy. It is made of bricks and slate. Also, these are surrounded by gardens and might have big yards. Of course, not everyone can enjoy these homes, accept people who have enough money to pay for it. After detached houses, the most desirable are semi - detached. One building is divided in two pieces, which are the same. This style of house usually has garden and two floors. Less desirable are terraced houses and they are very interesting, because they are all sticked together, in one row! There is also the town house and the least desirable is a flat. Anyone who lives in a flat means that he does not have enough money to pay to live somewhere else. In a flat, you cannot have privacy and it is the cheapest kind of home. Simply, British people do not like it for many reasons. In any case, for British people it is important to have privacy, comfort and of course, enjoyment .
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· Detached house


* Terraced house
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  *Semi- detached
Every day life

If you want have chance to visit the UK you must learn something about people` s habits. I learnt by reading interwievs about people who live in Britain. The topic was ,, Daily routine’’. I was really interested in it, because in that way I could see what the differences are. Their daily routine is well organized. They usually get up at 7 o’ clock and until 8 o’ clock they get ready for school or work. At 8 o’ clock they have breakfast. Then, it is school and work time. Mostly, some parents go to work by car, by bus or on the tube and children go to school on foot or by school bus. People who do not have job look for job on different ways: through the newspapers, through the job center and through employment agencies. Lunch is eaten at school and at work between 12 and 1 p. m. At 3 p. m, school is over and children get back home. Before the whole family gather, children have fun. At 6 : 30 p. m.  they have dinner together. After that, children do their homework and watch TV with another family members. The whole family needs at least eight hours of sleep. So, if they get up at 7 a. m, they need to go to bed at 11 p. m. Of course, some parents go to gym after dinner and some children go to sport clubs. At the weekend, British people can rest. Though, many supermarkets are busy. On Saturdays, they do all of the unfinished house chores. Some of the chores are tyding and vacuuming the house, washing the car, shopping ... On Sundays, they spend time doing something they like and what they enjoy, because Christians believe Sunday is a special day. The most popular leisures are going to pabs and cinemas, watching TV, going to sporting events, meeting with friends and gardening. I think that the working days are hard here and there, too. But it seems that they are having nice time at the weekends. It is important to do special things, so that You can enjoy it and remember it, as they are !





What kind of food do they like ?

Every country has specific taste .British people like eating eggs, bacon, sausages, fish, chicken, bread with potatoes or chips. They eat a lot of fried food.Many British families do not have time to cook, so they eat or order food from fast food restaurants. Many parents say that fast food is much cheaper. Also ,there are overweight children who have bad eating habits. Nowadays ,for breakfast ,British people usually eat toast and jam , cereal , diary products , drink coffee and orange juice .But, there is a traditional English breakfast which consists of : eggs, bacon, beans, fried bread, sausages and mushrooms. Not many people eat this, but if someone travels to Britain, he will eat this meal.Traditional English breakfast is usually served in hotels. Lunch is eaten at school and at work. It is packed for children. Children’ s lunch consits of sandwiches, fruit and sweets. The funny thing is that children like to swap food! The British tea is drunk between lunch and dinner with some snack, mostly at 4 o’ clock.They also consider tea as an evening meal. Some people like drinking it when they come home after work. Tea is called ’ supper’ among the people who do not call it ’ tea’.Because there is no time for cooking, families get a takeaway: fish and chips, curry and pizza. Assurely, not every family eats takeaway. Dinner represents a meal which is eaten late. The big amounts of coffee, tea and hot drinks are drunk in Britain. Beer is one more drink that British people like. I was surprised, when I read that British people eat sugar mostly in the whole world! Well, who does not like sweets ?!
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· A famous traditional English breakfast
[image: image10.jpg]


* Tea as a snack




Children in Britain
Of course, children in Britain cannot be that much different than children from other countries. We are all pretty much the same and we like hanging out with our friends, shopping, listening to the music, chatting, watching the television and much more. Usually, many of them do not like school, especially styding and doing homework, but I cannot be sure about everyone. Hobbies are also the same. I like it when they have bands and they sing and play music. That seems so much fun! But, not every child just enjoys beeing a teenager. Most of them have a job. Precisely, two millions of them. They work because they want extra money. Probably, pocket money given by their parents is not enough. It is always desirable to have more money, so that you can buy clothes, books, magazines, CDs, so as DVDs and sweets. The jobs are diverse. Those are delivering newspapers, working at the markets and in the restaurants, doing extra house chores as washing the dishes, making beds, babysitting... There is also something as a limited to age job. Children in UK must be sixteen to have official jobs. Children that are fifteen, fourteen and thirteen do less demanding jobs. They are not very well paid,although it is limited on ages of children, again. The ones that are younger than sixteen are paid about £8 - 15£  per week. The minimum receiving of a sixteen and the elder teens are about 3£  per an hour.
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* Boy delivering papers

-Except working, popular hobby is playing sports in clubs. There are many youth clubs and sport centres in which they can choose what sport they want to train. According to the latest UK music top lists, the most listened music artists are Adele, Jessie J, Rihanna, Katy Perry, Bruno Mars, Lady Gaga ...






Education  in  the  UK

I only heard the impressions from others about education in the UK . Though , I would like to experience some of it . Before children turn five year-old, they go to a nursery or play school. After this, they start going into primary school. Primary school includes children aged from five to eleven year- old. In primary school, the basics are learnt, such as reading and writing. As children grow up, they have new classesd like History, Geography, Biology, Art, Music... At the age of eleven they begin learning foreign languages, mostly French or German . After primary school, children aged from eleven to eighteen year - old continue education by going into secondary school. They can stop going to school at the age of sixteen, if they want. At the secondary education level, curriculum is harder. In 1988 the National Curriculum was introduced. It consisted of ten subjects, which were obligatory for students to study.(7) Since 1990, all fifteen and sixteen year olds have been able to choose to work for two weeks. On that way, they have been prepared for employment. School starts at nine o’clock. At twelve or one p. m. lunch break begins and lasts about one hour. The school finishes at three or four o’ clock, but for older students it might last even longer. Usually, after classes there are plenty of additional activities.
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*Students wearing uniforms.In some schools they must wear uniforms,although in some school they are allowed to wear anything they want.If they have to wear these,they cannot have any jewellery,even  tiny earnings! Could You believe it ?
The school year consists of three terms: The Autumn term, the Spring term and the Summer term. The Autumn term starts in September until Christmas holidays, the Spring term starts in January and lasts until Easter and the Summer term starts in April until July. There are ten days break on Christmas holiday and on Easter and Summer holiday is about six weeks. Schools have ‘ half term ’ between each terms and they are about one week. They have got more breaks than children in our country ! Also, a lot of children do not go to public schools. About 25 000 families educate their children at home. Still, whether they are homeschooled or not, all of them have to take the GCSEs-General Certificate of Seconadry Education. Students, who are sixteen year-old, can choose six or seven subjects to take as the exams. After GCSEs, students get a degree and they can leave school or continue their education. Of course, there are a lot of famous colleges in the UK and one of them are Oxford and Cambridge.
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*A well-known UK’ s university-the Oxford university! There are many students that learn subjects more extensively and more professionaly. Also, there are museums and this building is very beautiful. Even ‘ Harry Potter’ was filmed in here.  It would be great if we could educate ourselves to be wizards . 
                                                           Teen authors in the UK

There are plenty of teen authors in the UK. I will write about two of them, Cathy Cassidy and Cathy Hopkins. I read their books and really liked those. It seems that they can read teens’ minds. They both have their own web pages and I reccomend everyone to go and check it out. The first I will be writing about is Cathy Cassidy. I discovered her books when I was on holiday. Since then, I have been loving her books. She was born in 1962 in Coventry. When she was young, she loved making comics. She wrote her first picture book for her younger brother when she was eight or nine years old. She went to Art college in Liverpool, got job in Jackie magazine, worked as an Art teacher, then she married her boyfriend,got back to college and in the end moved in Scothland with her husband Liam. Now, she is writing books for teenagers. She has two children and she lives with her family in Galloway. She has written fourteen books and the latest book is “ Cherry crush”. The interesting thing about her is that for 35 years she has been a vegan.(4)The second author I will be writing about is Cathy Hopkins. She was born in Manchester, but she also lived in Kenya. She has five bothers! She went to Art college, as well, worked in a shop, worked in a mental hospital, went back to college, worked as an aromatherapist, decided to be a full time writer and more... Her books are separated in few series: “ Million Dollar Mates”; “ The Cinnamon Girls”; “ The Mates,Dates”; “ The Truth, Dare, Kiss, Promise”; “ The Zodiac Girls”. She started writing for teens in 2000. Now, she lives in South West England with her husband Steve and cats Dixie, Georgia and Otis.(5)
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* Cathy Cassidy signing an autograph.
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* Cathy Hopkins

                                                                           Impressions
Of course,there are even more reasons why I love the UK.I thought that these themes could show You some of the most interesting things in their culture and life.I enjoyed writing this.It is really nice when someone is able to travel and see other contries,but the ones who has not been able to,they can travel by reading and seeing pictures,like I did.I hope that You enjoyed drinking tea,seeing some of most famous monuments,living in their beautiful houses,traveling in Wales,Scotland and Northern Ireland.
..You must agree that this was a good experience and jorney!
             




 Conclusion  

To sum up , each country has its values , tradition , important history worth meeting  , and it is special in its own way . The UK  is a  specific country quite different than ours which was the thing that attracted me at  the first place . When you get to know it  , no matter what country it is , You will like it more   and it will  charm You .Make sure that in the future You will be able to travel more . Travelling is itself great fun where still You can  get more knowledge about the world  and still it is an amusing way to introduce something You have not experienced yet ! Hope to meet all of You in future journey !
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