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SUMMARY:  The magical world of Harry Potter that J.K.Rowling created in period 2000-2007 represents a truly amazing and original achievement in contemporary literature. The authoress didn’t tell only an extraordinary dynamic, exciting and splendid story, but she succeeded in designing an authentic wizards’ universe. The whole “army” of the most fantastic creatures is “marching” literary trough Harry Potter’s series, but this research, the first one of a kind in our country, deals with only 17 most dominant figures. They are represented in the order of their appearance in six volumes of the Harry Potter series. The last, seventh volume (Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows), has no new magical creatures, but epic battle, known as the Battle of Hogwarts, that confronts all meanwhile mentioned characters in final struggle for domination over the world of wizards. The main aim of this work is to define and analyse this fantastic magizoology representatives, with an intention to discover which of those creatures exist or existed in ancient myths and folk tales, and how many of them are “fruits” of authoress’ overwhelming imagination.
KEY WORDS: Magic, zoology, creatures, beasts, beings, origins, myth, legends, folklore, religions, tales, literature, symbolism, imagination, compilation and originality
INTRODUCTION: The poor orphan Harry Potter would be just another among many unfortunate children if there wasn’t for an extraordinary ability that he didn’t know anything about till his 11th birthday. On that day dark-haired boy with lightening-shaped scar on his forehead had discovered that he wasn’t “just an orphan“, so badly mistreated and underestimated by his cousins and schoolmates. The only son of a famous wizard and a witch, Harry Potter - the boy who has survived the deadly attack of the most powerful Dark wizard ever– Lord Voldemort, was faced, all of the sudden, with his own ability to create magic and amazing world of wizardry full of magnificent happenings, secrets and fantastic subjects and creatures. 
METHODS OF WORK: Beside looking for origins of Harry’s magical mates, the comparative methodology used in this research, allowed drawing a certain parallels between similar fantastic creatures in variety of fantasy books, novels, folk tales, epics and even PC games, from Beowulf, Iliad and Gilgamesh, through A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Lord of The Rings and The Chronicles of Narnia, to Eragon, Children of the Lamp, Gothic and World of Warcrafts. To make such kind of research I used all available and relevant literature sources as well as advantages of modern Internet. Since there are hundreds of web presentations of the Harry Potter books, I had a special task to develop scientific critical mechanisms. It was a big challenge, but also a great fun.
۞
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
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FLUFFY: Fluffy is one of Rubeus Hagrid’s unusual pets. He appears as the guardian of trapdoor of the underground chamber where the Philosopher’s Stone is hidden. Fluffy is a giant, black, three headed dog. He obviously originates from famous antic guardian of the underworld - Cerberus. As well as his mythological pair, Fluffy falls asleep whenever he hears the music. Harry and his friends, Ron and Hermione, use the flute to calm down very dangerous Fluffy, but he also reacts gently when Professor Quirell plays the harp to him. 
In Greek Mythology Cerberus is a symbol of demon or evil spirit that guards the hell. He can be defeated only by creativity and wisdom. It was believed that Greek Cerberus was weak only when Orpheus played his magical lyre.
Fluffy is inspired by Cerberus almost in all details. The only difference between J.K. Rowling magical creature and the guardian of Hades is in the subjects/things they guard. Namely, Fluffy guards the Stone that actually personifies the eternal life opposite to Cerberus who guards the world of the dead.
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GOBLINS: Goblins are described as magical creatures, experts in banking and blacksmith’s craft. They run the Gringotts bank, famous for its treasures and the fact that it has never been robbed. 

Goblins have tiny bodies, large humanoid heads, small eyes and long fingers. They don’t have a very high opinion of wizards. Actually, they can be very cruel and bloodthirsty toward wizards, who considered them and house-elves as second-class creatures.
According to folk tradition the goblins originate from Gob or Ghob, the king of the gnomes – the elves of earth and hills. Despite the grotesque appearance the gnomes were famous as guardians of hidden treasure. Some authors believe that their name comes from Greek word Gnosis which means knowledge and refers to their great craftsmen skills in armoury and jewellery.
In the most cultures the goblins, gnomes, dwarves… are treated as the creatures of a kind. The most of the fairy-tales describe them as evil, crabby and mischievous characters.

They are very often the subject of interest in literature, but the author that wrote much about the goblins is J.R.R.Tolkien. Tolkien’s imagination is occupied by the goblins already in his early novel The Hobbit. Tolkien used the word goblins for Orcs. In the same novel the wizard Gandalf is trying to scare the hobbit Bilbo by telling him the spooky stories about the goblins, hobgoblins and Orcs. In the famous trilogy The Lord of the Rings Tolkien creates the goblin-army made of all sorts of Orcs.
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UNICORN: The unicorn appears as one of fantastic inhabitants of the Forbidden Forest. Described as a glisten white horse with single, long horn that grows on his forehead, unicorn in Harry Potter serves to feed Dark Lord Voldemort. To be precise, a weak creature hidden in professor Quirell turban is what is left of mighty dark wizard after he failed to kill Harry when he was a baby. The unicorn’s blood that he sucks is the only magical food that can recover his own strength. 

J.K.Rowling uses one of the most famous legendary creature- the unicorn, in exactly the same way as it was used in antique and medieval tales. The unicorn is a symbol of strength, agility and purity. It is also an incarnation of divine and mysterious beauty. From the Middle Ages it is treated as wonderful white horse with one horn that can be captured only by a fearless virgin. Antique authors such as Aristotle, Strabo and Pliny the Elder mention unicorn as Oryx –  one-horned beast with billy-goat beard, lion’s tail and cloven hoofs. 
The unicorn as a symbol of wisdom strength and goodness as, well as the most beautiful creature among the magical beasts, is very often the inspiration for authors. In The Last Battle, one of The Narnia Chronicles books, C.V.Lewis created a unicorn Jewel as the best friend and the wisest advisor to Narnia’s king. 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
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BASILISK: The basilisk that appears in the second volume of Harry Potter’s serial is over 400 years old, fifty feet long creature, capable of moving trough intricate sewer system in Hogwarts. According to J.K.Rowling, basilisk is created as the king of snakes by Parselmouth and dark wizard named Herpo the Fou. Basilisk himself belongs to a great wizard - Salazar Slytherin, the founder of the Hogwarts house of Slytherin. Hogwarts student Tom Marvolo Riddle, better known as Dark Lord Voldemort, was the first one to discover the Chamber of Secrets and deadly basilisk while he was a young scholar. This discovery caused the death of Tom’s schoolmate Myrtle whose ghost, known as Moaning Myrtle, helps Harry Potter to discover and reopen the Chamber of Secrets fifty years later. With assistance of magical phoenix Fawkes and the sward of Godric Gryffindor
, as well using his own ability to speak “language of the serpents”, Harry managed to defeat basilisk and to save the life of his soul mate - Ginny Weasley.
Slytherin’s basilisk is much longer and bigger than Greek mythology “small king”
 – tiny, but deathly creature that inspired J.K.Rowling to create a secret inhabitant of the Chamber of Secrets. Both of them, Slytherin’s basilisk and his mythical counterpart can kill with powerful venom and with their stare. This scary beast has a big fear of roosters as well as the original creature that has inspired its creation. 
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FAWKES: Hogwarts director, Albus Dumbledore, pet phoenix, named by famous 17th century terrorist Guy Fawkes who tried to burn the British Parliament, possesses amazing magical abilities. His magical tail feathers are authentic, powerful substance in magical wands of Harry Potter and Lord Voldemort himself. Fawkes is the first one to help Harry in his struggle with basilisk who personifies the house of Salazar Slytherin. Dumbledore’s phoenix is the one to eliminate basilisk ability to kill with its gaze pocking his eyes out. Fawkes is an exceptional symbol of goodness and loyalty, ready to die for the ones it loves like in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix when it saves Dumbledore’s life swallowing Voldemort’s Killing Curse.

This divine bird derives from a variety of ancient myths rooted in the Mediterranean. According to the Greeks and the Egyptians, phoenix is an immortal bird related to the divinity of the Sun. It lives extremely long and at the end of its life phoenix bursts into flame, but only to be reborn from the ashes. Through centuries phoenix symbolize a resurrection in terms of eternal life. 
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HOUSE-ELVES: Dressed in tea-towels and pillowcases, half-humane size tall, with big tearful eyes, bat-like ears and tiny voices, house-elves in the Harry Potter serial are formidable creatures. Named in diminutives like Dobby, Winky and Hokey the most of hose-elves are obedient, very loyal and dependable of their masters. Working as servants of wizards the house-elves are not deprived of magic of their own. They are able to make food, practically, out of nothing as well as to travel instantly from place to place. They usually use their abilities to serve the masters and to fulfill masters’ orders no matter how bad and dangerous this might be for a house-elf who has to obey them. Sometimes, like in the case of Lucius Malfoy house-elf Dobby, or even more in those of Sirius Black house-elf Kreacher, house-elves demonstrate the will of their own, even though it is a form of disobedience which forces them to punish themselves in a very painful manner. 
Despite the fact that J.K.Rowling doesn’t tell the whole story on house-elves and wizards relationship the pattern of it resembles very much classical slavery on one side and British Medieval tradition of serfs
 on the other. At the same time authoress’ concept of elves strongly opposes everything that is known on this subject from mythology and folk stories to the elves as characters in famous books such as The Lord of the Rings and others. The beautiful, human size, but divine origin elves of the Norse mythology, or even demonic elves as seen by famous British epic saga Beowulf, have nothing to do with the Potter’s house-elves. They also have nothing in common with famous King and Queen of Elves from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Inventing her house-elves J.K.Rowling managed to create probably the most authentic imaginary creatures in contemporary literature.

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
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BOGGARTS: The episode with boggarts, defined as shape-shifter creatures whit a stunning ability to recognize the worst fear of its victim and shape itself in that manner, is probably one of the best allegories that have been written in modern literature. The ancient fear of darkness, usually diagnosed as “fear of unknown” provokes especially children’s imagination to unlimited extent. The authoress uses a regular class of the most daring subject in Hogwarts, the one of Defence Against the Dark Arts, to give the young pupils, i.e. readers of the book, a lesson of eternal values – if you want to defeat others you first must defeat yourself and above all – your irrational fears.

Using a term boggart, which refers to well known pagan spirits - protectors of home fireplaces in many old religions or devilish creatures responsible for noise or small damages in every house, J.K.Rowling adds them a quality of transforming into variety of scary shapes that can be defeated only if their victim finds a way to laughable his own fear.
[image: image8.jpg]


DEMENTORS: Dementors, an original invention of J.K.Rowling, can simply be described as demons of depression, crewel, and soulless guardians of a famous prison for wizards – Azkaban. The most dangerous weapon of Dementors is the Dementor’s kiss. Kissing the victim Dementor takes its soul and every hope away. To make sure that victim will never recover, Dementor revivals the one’s worst memories causing sadness and depression. Existing after a Dementor's Kiss, according to common opinion in wizards’ world, is worse than death since the victim is just an empty shell. The only way to defeat Dementor is to produce patronus charm that actually personifies strong and happy memories as vital force in war with depression and hopelessness.

Dementors resemble very much illustrations of Death from variety of illustrated books and popular cartoons published in 20th century. The most similar appearance to Dementors is the one of hooded, masked mass killer from horror film The Scream, but that is about all when it comes to similarities among spooky guardians of Azkaban and murderer dressed for American Hallow in night.
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HIPPOGRIFF: The Prohibited Forest is home of a herd of hippogriffs. Hippogriff Buckbeak, one of the most important characters in the third volume of J.K.Rowling series, was introduced to Harry and his fellow students during one of Hagrid's Care of Magical Creatures classes. Calm and powerful giants the hippogriffs are sensitive creatures who demand respect. Harry and Buckbeak took each others’ hearts instantly and after a few minutes Harry was allowed to ride Buckbeak around the paddock. Many events that came later made Harry and a fantastic hippogriff inseparable friend. 
In the Roman mythology griffon is a half eagle half lion beast, but hippogriff himself is an original invention of famous Renaissance poet Lodovico Ariosto. The first description of hippogriff had been written in Ariostos’s divine poem Orlando furioso in 1516. After this invention hippogriffs became quite famous, so some of them “fly” from Miguel Cervantes’s Don Quixote to all books of The Chronicles of Narnia.
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WEREWOLVES: Beside the fact that the werewolves are scary ancient invention there are only two of them, known by their names, confronting each other in the Harry Potter series. One is Remus Lupin, the Hogwarts professor, close friend of Harry’s late father and member of the Order of the phoenix. The other one is notorious Fenrir Greyback, vicious murderer and a supporter of Dark Lord Voldemort.  According to traditional believes the werewolf is a creature that exists only for a brief period around the full moon. At any other time, a werewolf is a normal human. The one becomes a werewolf when bitten by a werewolf only if this one is in wolf form. 
In Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows major battle of Hogwarts werewolves has chosen the side of Dark Lord to fight on. All of them, but Remus Lupin who will die, together with his wife Nymphadora Tonks, in a struggle to defeat Lord Voldemort and his followers, which were led by Fenrir, who got his name from famous wolf master of German pagan underworld. Werewolves in Harry Potter series stay doomed as they were in the majority of myths, folk tails, literature and fiction. 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
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DRAGONS: Antipodean Opaleye, Chinese Fireball, Common Welsh Green, Hebridean Black, Hungarian Horntail, Norwegian Ridgeback, Peruvian Vipertooth, Romanian Longhorn, Swedish Short-Snout, Ukrainian Ironbelly… These are just some of the dragons from truly amazing gallery of this fantastic creatures in the Harry Potter series. Amazing and deadly dangerous! But how dangerous and vicious dragons could be Harry had discovered during the Triwizard Tournament. J.K.Rowling, practically, had implemented all known types of dragons in the Harry Potter books.
A dragon is a mythical creature typically depicted as a gigantic and powerful serpent or some other reptile with magical or spiritual qualities. Its qualities and appearance is based on variety of believes that vary from one culture to another. In Christian religion dragon personifies evil forces or even the master devil himself. In the East, dragon is a symbol of fortune and divine power. Dragons are particularly popular in China where the five-clawed dragon was a symbol of the Chinese emperors. 
The battle between a dragon and a hero, like the one at the end of the ancient English epic Beowulf, is one of the oldest literature prototypes of the battle between Good and Evil. But, there are also different portraits of dragons in later written production in the West. Dragon named Smaug in J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit, is deeply magical and very intelligent creature that hoards treasure, burns innocent towns and cast spells over mortals. The screaming, black dragons that carry doomed kings, servants of the Dark wizard Sauron, in The Lord of the Rings, are one of the spookiest inventions of famous Tolkien. The partnership between the humans and the dragons in modern western fantasy and science fiction literature is a very new subject. The best examples are Anne McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern and Christopher Paolini's Eragon and Eldest. Naomi Novik goes even one step further in her, Temeraire (series) where, set in an alternate history, dragons are an important part of Napoleonic era warfare. The titular character, Temeraire, is a dragon. Dragon’s appearance is very common in many computer fantasy role-playing games, such as World of Warcraft or Gothic.
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GIANTS: Despite the fact that Giants in the Harry Potter series can cope with humans, like Hagrid and Olympe Maxime do
, the relations between giants and wizards are toxic. Wizards are not happy with pretty wild and savage giants and have engaged themselves in an active campaign to hunt and hound giants out of civilisation. According to J.K.Rowling the last few giants remaining in the world are collected together in an isolated region east of Belarus. Giants range in height from 6 to 7.5 meters. They have skin similar to rhino hide and horrible behavior. The most interesting giant figure in Harry series is Hagrid’s half-brother Grawp, very young and quite stupid, but a harmless creature.
In various Indo-European mythologies and religions, gigantic people, frequently in conflict with the gods, are featured as primeval creatures associated with chaos and the wild nature. The famous opponent of the King David in the Old Testament, Goliath is not only one of the most known giants of human civilization, but his name became a synonym for creature of gigantic stature and superhuman strength. Beside Goliath there are many other well known giants in fairy tales and literature, such as the famous Giant with the Golden harp from Jack and the Beanstalk or Brobdingnagians, from J.Swift’s Gulliver's Travels and Rumblebuffin from the first book of The Chronicles of Narnia - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. F.B.Kerr Children of the Lamp books, which had been published at the beginig of 21st century, have a family of powerfull giants for titular caracters. 
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MERPEOPLE: Mysterious Hogwarts Lake is a home of merpeople, as Harry will find out during the Triwizard Tournament. Merpeople are a specific community with their own village on the bottom of the lake. These underwater creatures live in stone made houses, surrounded with gardens of weed and they even have grindylows for pets. At the first sight merpeople look very much like centaurs from nearby Prohibited Forest, but unlike the centaurs, they appear to be more at ease communicating with humans, and occasionally agree to aid the Hogwarts school. 
Even though they originate from the classical sirens of Greek myth, the merpeople at Hogwarts, are not so attractive in their appearance. They have bestial and piscine outlook, with scaly skin and webbed hands. Merpeople speak Mermish language and their song can be heard only if the one is underwater! Otherwise, above water, it sounds like a gargled shriek. 
Mermaids have occupied imagination of writers and painters through centuries. The most famous fruit of that inspiration is Hans Christian Andersen's fairytale The Little Mermaid. But, it must be pointed out that J.K.Rowling merpeople, as described, are authentically imaginary creatures based on mythological sirens only in basic details. 
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NAGINI: Nagini, Lord Voldemort’s pet, is a large venomous serpent with ability to communicate with its master. This scary female cobra, that likes very much to be carried on Lord Voldemort’s shoulders, isn’t only the Dark wizard loyal follower and an efficient killer, but his final Horcrux - the object intended to keep the piece of Voldemort’s soul with an intention to make him immortal. 

The idea of a wise, but evil snake in human service is as old as the Old Testament legend about the Serpent, Adam and Eve. The serpent as personification of evil is very often myth or literature character. Nagini herself originates from the tribe of demonic serpents rooted in an ancient India legend. One of the most famous stories of a divine snake that had killed Trojan priest and prophet Laocont and his sons had been written in Homer’s epic Iliad. The serpents have very important roles in Chinese and Japanese mythology and cosmogony. In pre-Colombo South America civilization, as well as in ancient Egypt, serpent has a status of divinity.
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
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CENTAURS: Mysterious inhabitants of the Prohibited Forest, centaurs in the Harry Potter series are humane intelligent, but semi-wild creatures. They live their lives as a specific, closed community with their own rules. Any centaur who decides to associate with humans, such as Firenze, who agreed to teach the Hogwarts students divination, is violently attacked by the other centaurs and banished. Like mythical teacher of Achilles - centaur Chiron, Hogwarts centaurs are skilled in healing and astrology. They are highly proud and fiercely territorial. Not paying the proper respect to a herd of centaurs may have violent consequences.

There is no doubt that Harry’s centaurs originate from famous antique half man, half horses figures. Symbolizing the eternal battle between the human and animal nature of man, centaurs were always an inspiration for authors and artists. In the latest book production for children and the young one of the most interesting characters - General Oreius in The Chronicles of Narnia - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is centaur. 
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THESTRALS: Thestrals, magical horse-like creatures, are visible only to those who have witnessed a death. J.K.Rowling described thestrals as having "blank, white, shining eyes," a "dragonish face", "long, black manes", "great leathery wings", and the "skeletal body of a great, black, winged horse". This spooky creatures love to eat meat and they have an extraordinary developed sense of smell. 
The thestrals are an original variation of J.K.Rowling on an eternal subject of fantastic horses through history of human myths and religions. It derives from variety of so called Death-Horses, announcers of death or even leaders to the World of Dead. The difference between pale horses of Apocalypse or the Greek Black and furious Hades horses lies in thestrals “positive” nature. They are spooky, but good hearted creatures. Like the authoress says: “Don’t judge anybody only by his appearance.”
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
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INFERIUS: An inferius (plural: inferi) is a dead body that has been bewitched with an intention to serve the Dark wizards, controlled by their spells. Inferi are scary, but essentially puppet-like creatures without their own will or ability to think for themselves. In the Harry Potter series they are created, primarily, with a specific duty to guard Lord Voldemort's Horcrux in a sea-side cave. It is impossible to harm the inferi by magic, but they can be repelled by fire or any other forms of heat or light.
The inferi are more or less modified versions of zombies. The term zombie comes from African Voodoo tradition and refers to a dead person that has been brought back to life. The inferi, on the other hand, are closer to a very old European believe in living dead who could return to earth and haunt the living. The oldest mention of living dead can be found in The Epic of Gilgamesh. The most famous horror books treating the subject of Zombies, published lately, are Resident Evil by S.D. Perry and Brian Keene’s City Of The Dead. Resident Evil inspired a whole series of the electronic games with the same name.
۞
CONCLUSION: J.K.Rowling did a master job in creating Harry Potter’s fantastic magizoology, using a sophisticated compilation of traditional motifs and original inventions of her own. Some of her magic creatures, like centaurs, goblins or unicorns, are well known “inhabitants” of pagan myths. The others, like merpeople, inferi or boggarts, keep their traditional images, but in terms of completely new roles and abilities. Few of them, like dementors and house-elves, are nearly 100% authentic creations. The final conclusion of this work is that J.K.Rowling series represents a brilliant combination of inspiration, imagination, knowledge, original style and doubtless talent, which is especially proved in her choice and “treatment” of magical creatures as very important part of colourful world she has created. 

۞
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� Another great wizard and the founder of the Hogwarts house of Gryffindor to whom belongs Harry Potter


� The name basilisk is of Greek origin and means a small king


� The Middle Ages term for servants


� Both of them are half-giants





