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                                                                      ABSTRACT

Queen Victoria was the longest reigning monarch in the history of England. Her name marked the whole era, the era of industrial, trade, scientific and military progress in the Empire in which “sun never set“. Being on the head of the country which included 450 million people, Victoria`s influence was surely huge. In this paper I am going to write about her life, her happy marriage with Prince Albert and her relationships with her prime-ministers and her servant John Brown. Victoria`s youth was marked with conflicts with John Conroy. After coming of age, she lived happily with Albert until his death. After that the period of sorrow followed, until the friendship with John Brown. In the later years of her reign, after coming back to public life, her popularity only rose. Now there are numerous places named after her, including the capital of the Seychelles, the Victoria Lake, Victoria Falls, two Australian states (Victoria and Queensland) and many others.
It is for sure that Victoria was a figure of great power and influence, but also a person with a great spiritual strength and full of love.

Key word : Queen Victoria, Queen Victoria`s  biography, Queen Victoria`s life and reign  

					    REZIME

Kraljica Viktorija je imala najdužu vladavinu u istoriji Engleske. Njeno ime je obeležilo celu epohu, epohu industrijskog, trgovačkog, naučnog i vojnog napretka u Carstvu u kojem “sunce nikad nije zalazilo”. Budući na čelu države sa više od 450 miliona ljudi, Viktorijin uticaj je zasigurno bio ogroman. U ovom radu ću pisati o njenom životu, srećnom braku sa princom Albertom, odnosima sa ministrima i slugom Džonom Braunom.
 Viktorijina mladost je bila obeležena sukobima sa Džonom Konrojem. Nakon punoletstva, živela je srećno sa Albertom sve do njegove smrti. Nakon toga je usledio period tuge, sve do prijateljstva sa Džonom Braunom. U kasnijim godinama vladavine, nakon povratka u javni život, popularnost joj je samo rasla. Sada su mnogobrojna mesta nazvana po njoj, uključujući prestonicu Sejšela, Viktorijino jezero, Viktorijine vodopade, dve australijske države (Viktorija i Kvinslend) i mnoga druga.
Ono što je sigurno je da je Viktorija bila moćna i uticajna ličnost, ali takođe i osoba sa velikom duhovnom snagom i puna ljubavi. 

Ključne reči: Kraljica Viktorija, biografija kraljice Viktorije, Život i vladavina kraljice Viktorije 
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Queen Victoria`s signature
                                                                INTRODUCTION
Q

ueen Victoria was born at 4.15 AM, on May 24,1819, at Kensington Palace in London. Her full name was Alexandrina Victoria, but she was called Drina only by the members of her family. Formally, she was named Her Royal Highness Princess Victoria of Kent.
 Victoria`s father was Prince Edward, Duke of Kent and Strathearn, who was the 4th son of King George III, from the house of Hanoverians. Her mother was Princess Marie Louisa Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld (the sister of Belgium king), who was married twice and had three children (two of them from the 1st marriage), including Victoria. Victoria`s parents chose the name for her, but her uncle, George IV, insisted on the name Alexandrina after Victoria`s godfather (Tsar Alexander I of Russia) (5).
[image: ]Victoria`s father (as well as her grandfather) died soon after she was born and Victoria was brought up under the supervision of her rather protective mother. She lived within the “Kensington system”, very harsh set of rules and protocols set up by her mother and controller Sir John Conroy (who was believed to be her mother`s lover) in order to prevent Victoria from meeting people whom the Duchess and Conroy considered unwanted (mostly the members of Edward`s family). Victoria was homeschooled and spoke several languages – German, English, Italian, Greek, Latin and French. She was also gifted for painting and drawing and kept a regular diary, which was her only amusement, alongside with playing with her dolls and spaniel Dash (2, chapter 5). 

Victoria with spaniel Dash

Victoria became an heiress presumptive after the death of George IV, right after his brother William IV. Meanwhile, her mother and Conroy took Victoria to trips in order to show her to people, but neither she nor William liked that. The behaviour of the Duchess only repulsed her daughter and Victoria banned Conroy from her sight as soon as she came to the throne. On the other hand, Victoria`s great support was her mother`s brother Leopold, who wanted to marry Victoria to his brother`s son, Prince Albert of Saxe – Coburg and Gotha (which was in sharp contrast to William`s plan to marry Victoria to Prince Alexander of the Netherlands). Luckily for Leopold, Victoria liked Albert from the first moment, which she also explained in her diary (4, chapter 2.3). 
William IV died soon after Victoria turned 18, on June 20 1837, and she became the Queen. Her coronation was held on June 28 1838 and she was the first ruler to choose Buckingham Palace as her residence (3, 29th June, 1838). At the time, Lord Melbourne led the Parliament. He was the Whig, which resulted in Victoria being a Whig too, until Albert taught her that she shouldn`t support any party as a ruler. Melbourne had a vast influence on Victoria, who was still politically inexperienced, and her decisions. Their relationship was questioned and people started calling Victoria “Mrs Melbourne”. That was probably due to the fact that he was widowed and without children, and behaved over protectively to Victoria. Consequently, Victoria didn`t have the real image of the circumstances in the country. On her great grief, Melbourne resigned in 1839 and Victoria authorized Sir Robert Peel (the Tory) to form a new government (3, May 1839). However, he soon resigned, since Victoria disapproved of the changes he wanted to make, and Melbourne took his place (2, chapter 13). Soon after, Victoria encountered the great crisis, which came to be when one of her ladies-in-waiting was rumoured to be carrying Conroy`s child, but it was later proved that those were the symptoms of a cancer that later killed the lady in question. Nevertheless, Victoria was accused of spreading the rumours and it showed to be one of the greatest scandals during her reign (4, chapter 3). She became very unpopular and soon the first assassination was attempted while she was driving in a carriage through London (there were six more assassination attempts in the future).
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\za rad\800px-Victoria_Marriage01.jpg]In 1839, Albert visited England for the second time and he and Victoria fell in love. She proposed to Albert on October 15 that year and they were married on February 10 the following year in the Royal Chapel of St. James's Palace in London. Their marriage was very cheerful and raised the popularity of the Crown (5). In the following 18 years Victoria gave birth to nine children. In 1842, the couple set off on Victoria`s first journey by train (from Windsor to the city centre of London, alongside with Isambard Kingdom Brunel). Next year Victoria went on her first trip to Scotland and in the same year both her and Albert visited French king Louis Philippe (Victoria was the first British sovereign to visit French king since Henry VIII). Albert and Victoria also travelled to Rosenau in Germany (Albert`s birthplace) (4, chapter 4.4).

 Detail from Victoria and Albert`s wedding

Albert had an enormous influence on Victoria. Soon after they were married, her mother left Windsor castle, as Victoria was no longer obliged to live with her, but the two of them stayed in a good relationship thanks to Albert. When Melbourne lost the elections in 1841 and Peel took over the Parliament, Albert became the biggest influence in Victoria`s life, which was positive, as he introduced her to the major social problems, like child labour. Unlike before, Victoria became fond of Peel and his ministry. However, Peel resigned in 1846 after the Corn Law (which served to protect English farmers) crisis and was replaced by John Russell, whom Victoria also liked. On the other hand, she disliked Lord Palmerstone, the Foreign Secretary, due to the fact that he made decisions behind her back and without consulting anyone.  However, Palmerstone was dismissed in 1851 with Russell`s help, but he became Prime Minister four years later and improved his relationship with Victoria (7).
Meanwhile, Albert initiated the built of the royal residences Osborne, on the Isle of Wight (in 1845) and Balmoral castle in Scotland (in 1852). Victoria was very fond of the both properties and of Scotland and she went there in spring and autumn every year (1, chapter 9).
During the first years of her marriage, Victoria visited Ireland and immediately loved it, due to the warm welcome from Irish people. Moreover, when Ireland was hit by potato blight (called the Great Famine) in 1845, she donated £5,000, more than any other individual did. Nevertheless, her popularity in Ireland was disrupted as Russell`s government policy was blamed for impairing the famine and Victoria was known as the “Famine Queen”. However, she was still popular among nationalists until 1880s, when she refused to visit Ireland (or to establish a royal residence there) as a result of Dublin Corporation`s decision not to congratulate her son on a marriage (7).
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\GreatExhibition-WKPD.gif] In 1851, Albert organized The Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All Nations. It was the first international exhibition of manufactured goods, and its effect on Victorian art and design (and further) was beyond description. It was held in Hyde Park in London, with exhibition hall covering an area of more than 700,000 square feet (an area six times bigger than St. Paul`s Cathedral). The hall, designed by John Paxton, was made of glass and steel and called the “Crystal Palace”. The exhibition, opened by the Queen on May 1, was a huge success (in spite of many doubting Thomas) and it was ensured a profit (which was used to bestow South Kensington Museum, later renamed the Victoria and Albert Museum) before it was even opened. During the next six months, 17 000 exhibitors and 6 million visitors came to see the exhibition (11). Victoria expressed her joy, writing in her diary:
 “This day is one of the greatest and most glorious days of our lives, with which, to my pride and joy the name of my dearly beloved Albert is forever associated!” (6)
 
 The Great Exhibition in 1851

In 1852 the ministry collapsed and Russell was replaced by conservative Lord Derby, who resigned in less than a year, which showed how much the government has weakened over the years. Victoria and Albert wanted a stable ministry and a coalition between Whigs and Tories, which was achieved with Lord Aberdeen at the head of the government. Nevertheless, his ministry was replaced due to the poor operating of the British troops in Crimean war that had started a year before. In the war, Britain was on the side of Ottoman Empire and fought against Russia, although Victoria and especially Albert were rumoured to support Russia, but those rumours showed to be without any foundation. During the war, Victoria publicly supported the helping of wounded, corresponding with Mrs Florence Nightingale, and afterwards instituted the Victoria Cross for bravery (2, chapter 23) (which remained the highest British award for bravery up to now).
In 1855 Palmerstone replaced Aberdeen as a prime-minister and a year later Britain won the war. Victoria talked to Derby and Russell about forming a ministry, but none of them had enough support. Nonetheless, Palmerston was forced to resign in 1857 and was replaced by Derby, whose second ministry suffered the same faith as first and it fell two years later, allowing Palmerston to regain his place in the government.
Meanwhile, Victoria and Albert`s friendly politics with France continued on as they spent much time with French king Napoleon III. During that period, Victoria was able to see how weak British fleet was compared to the French one. Fortunately for the British, that problem was fixed by the end of the century and enabled Britain to become powerful force (5).
During Derby`s second ministry burst the Indian mutiny (in 1857) against the British power, or more accurate, against the East India Trading Company, which was abolished a year later and India was put under the direct rule of the Crown. 
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\vic42.jpg]Victoria`s mother died in March 1861. After reading the letters which showed her how much mother had loved her, Victoria accused Conroy of detaching the two of them. As she was deeply distressed by her mother`s death, Albert took over most of her duties, even though he wasn`t in a good condition himself. In November the rumour burst that one of the couple`s sons had an affair with an actress in a camp in Ireland and Albert went there to talk to him (5). However, Albert`s condition was getting worse and he died on December 14, 1861 (at the age of 42), diagnosed with typhoid fever. Victoria fell into despair and wore black for the rest of the life. Albert had been her greatest love and support and his influence on her was lasting (4, chapter 6.4).
After her husband`s death, Victoria withdrew from public life and rarely visited London. She never neglected her official duties, but refused to open the Parliament in person, preferring loneliness in Balmoral, Windsor and Osborne House. Her solitude resulted in unpopularity of the monarchy and development of the republican campaigns.

[image: File:Queen Victoria, photographed by George Washington Wilson (1863).jpg]
In the following years Victoria became attached to her Scottish servant, John Brown. He had followed Victoria to Germany and later led her pony while she was riding. Victoria soon wrote in her diary that she had decided for Brown to stay permanently with her. Soon Brown became the most important person in the Queen`s life. The two of them were very close and the rumours started that they had an affair or even that they had secretly married. Victoria was called “Mrs Brown”, but as time passed people accustomed to Brown being constantly present. He stayed with Victoria for the next twenty years, until his death (5). 

[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\victoria.jpg]During the 1860s there were important changes in the Parliament. When Palmerston died in 1865 ministry was led by Russell for a short period of time. After that Derby led the ministry and Victoria opened the Parliament for the first time since Albert`s death. Next year (1867) the Reform Act was passed (with the aim to increase the number of male voters in Britain). A year later Derby`s ministry ended due to his resignation. New figure on political scene was Benjamin Disraeli, whom Victoria was very fond of. Nevertheless, his ministry didn`t last and he was soon replaced by liberal William Ewart Gladstone. The new prime-minister never got along with Victoria, who disapproved of Gladstone`s policies. In spite of that, she couldn`t stop the passing of Secret Ballot Act in 1872 (secret ballot is the voting method in which voters stay anonymous) by the new government. During that period republican movement was still very strong (5). Moreover, Victoria had large health issues, which were eliminated by new medicines. In 1872, a few days after she attended thanksgiving celebration in front of St. Paul`s Cathedral, new assassination was attempted. Luckily, it was showed later that the gun hadn`t been loaded and the event only increased the Queen`s popularity. Nonetheless, Brown was there to save the day and he was awarded with a gold medal for bravery later. 
In 1874, Disraeli became prime-minister, to Victoria`s great delight. That same year, the Public Worship Regulation Act was passed by the Parliament in order to remove Catholic rituals from liturgy. Victoria approved of the Act because she liked shorter services and preferred Scottish Presbyterian Church to English Episcopalian. 
One of Victoria`s daughters was married to German ruler and when German Empire was proclaimed, she would become an Empress and outrank her mother. In order to prevent that, the Parliament passed the Royal Titles Act in 1876, which gave Victoria the additional title "Empress of India" (7). For the next two years Victoria threatened to abdicate to make Disraeli play against Russia in Russo – Turkish War, but failed to persuade him. In 1880 Gladstone became prime-minister after Disraeli had lost the election. One year later Disraeli died, leaving Victoria full of sorrow and with the minister she disliked. She asked liberal Lord Hartington to form the ministry, but he refused, explaining that it wouldn`t work without Gladstone and Victoria had no other choice than to accept him as her prime-minister. Two years later, the last attempt on Victoria`s life was made, but the attacker was acquitted on the grounds of insanity. That made Victoria really angry, but even more popular. She said it was "worth being shot at—to see how much one is loved" (4, chapter 9.2).
The following year was not very happy for her either. First she fell down the stairs in Windsor, which left lasting marks (in the shape of rheumatism). Ten days later Brown died and Victoria started writing his biography, but never published it in order not to start rumours. Nonetheless, in the next year she wrote the extension of the previous book and dedicated it to Brown.
Meanwhile, her conflicts with Gladstone continued. He passed the law (Representation of the People Act in 1884) which increased the number of male workers who could vote. It was no secret that Victoria was delighted when his ministry fell in 1885, because she blamed Gladstone for not taking measures to save General Gordon at Khartoum and found his ministry the worst she ever had. Gladstone was replaced by the Conservative Lord (Marquees) of Salisbury. Nevertheless, he returned after a few months and tried to pass the bill which would enable the Irish sovereignty, but it was denied and Salisbury came back to the government and stayed the prime-minister for most of the next fifteen years (7).
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\Queen_Victoria_1887.jpg]Victoria celebrated her Golden Jubilee on June 20, 1887. She organized dinner and invited 50 kings and other royalties. Next day there was a parade and the service in Westminster Abbey which she attended. Mark Twain remarked that it "stretched to the limit of sight in both directions" (7). Victoria wrote in her diary: “This very eventful day has come and is passed... The noise of the crowd, which began yesterday, went on till late. Felt truly grateful that all had passed off so admirably, and this never-to-be-forgotten day will always leave the most gratifying and heart stirring memories behind.” (6) By that time, her popularity was vast and she had become the symbol of the Empire. 
 
Victoria had to deal with Gladstone once more when he formed a ministry in 1892. He tried to pass another Irish bill, but failed and resigned in 1894. Victoria named Lord Roseberry the new prime-minister (without previously consulting Gladstone), who was followed by Salisbury, who stayed in that position for the rest of Victoria`s reign (7).
In the end of September in 1896 she became the longest reigning monarch in the history of Britain, exceeding her grandfather George III. However, she postponed celebrations until next year, in order to correspond her Diamond Jubilee. The Jubilee was made a festival of the British Empire after the proposition of the colonial secretary Joseph Chamberlain (5). Troops from all the colonies attended the magnificent parade through London and an open-air service in front of St. Paul`s Cathedral. Victoria herself wrote: “A never-to-be-forgotten day...In front of the Cathedral the scene was most impressive. All the Colonial troops, on foot, were drawn up round the Square.” (6)
In 1900 Victoria went to Ireland for the first time since 1861 to support soldiers who were fighting in the Boer War, which had started the year before. She was not allowed to step foot in continental Europe, however, since the war was very unpopular there (5).
Victoria spent the winter of 1900/1901 in Osborne house, as usually. Her health was in a bad condition – her eyesight was extremely poor, rheumatism was worse than ever and she felt really weak (4, chapter 10).
Queen Victoria died on January 22 1901, at half past six in the afternoon, aged 81, with her eldest son and grandson by her side. The funeral took place on February 2, in St. George`s Chapel in Windsor Castle, and two days later she was laid next to Albert in Frogmore Mausoleum at Windsor. 
Victoria was the last monarch from the house of Hanoverians, as her son and successor Edward VII, the Prince of Wales, belonged to Saxe – Coburg and Gotha, like his father. Later, during the First World War the Royal House name was changed to Windsor.

Victoria and Albert`s children

Victoria and Albert had nine children and forty two grandchildren. Many of their descendants are the members of royal houses in Europe and that fact earned Victoria the nickname “the grandmother of Europe”.
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\748px-Franz_Xaver_Winterhalter_Family_of_Queen_Victoria.jpg]
      Victoria and Albert with their children in 1846

- Princess Victoria married German prince and they had seven children. Their eldest son became German emperor and one of the daughters married a Greek prince.
- Princess Alice married Louis of Hesse, with whom she had seven children, among them the daughter who became the wife of Nicholas II, the last Russian tsar.
-Princess Helena married Prince of Schleswig – Holstein. They were married for fifty one year and had five children.
-Princess Louise had a troubled, childless marriage with Marquis of Lorne.
-Princess Beatrice married Prince of Battenberg (despite Victoria`s disapproval) and the couple had four children. Their daughter became the Spanish queen.
- Prince Albert, Later Edward VII, nicknamed Bertie, married the Danish princess with whom he had four children. Their daughter became the queen of Norway.
- Prince Alfred married the daughter of the Russian tsar and had four daughters. One of them married Romanian prince.
- Prince Arthur married Prussian princess and the couple had three children.
- Prince Leopold married Princess of Waldeck, but he died soon after from haemophilia (8). 
Elizabeth II, Prince Philip, Queen Sofia of Spain, Norwegian, Danish and Swedish rulers, as well as many other members of the European royal families, are all Victoria`s descendants.
 
“The Young Victoria”

Several films were made on Victoria`s life. So far I had a chance to watch the two of them – “The young Victoria” and “Mrs. Brown” and I found them rather helpful during my work.
I watched “The young Victoria” a few months ago and it is one of the reasons I chose to write about the Queen. Now that I have found out more details about Victoria`s life I realized, to my great surprise, that the movie was pretty accurate. It was a nice change because many historical movies are either biased or concentrate on attracting the audience rather than revealing the real truth about the events. 
The film was made in 2009 and won the Oscar for Costume design and had another eight awards and thirteen nominations (9). 
[image: C:\Users\Tina\Desktop\the_young_victoria_movie_image_Rupert_friend (4).jpg] Victoria and Albert were exquisitely portrayed by Emily Blunt and Rupert Friend. The interesting facts are that Princess Beatrice of York, Victoria`s great-great-great-great-granddaughter played in the movie and that some scenes were actually filmed in Belvoir in Leicestershire, which Victoria and Albert really visited in 1843 (9). On the other hand, there were some minor, hardly noticeable mistakes. Nevertheless, some things didn`t coincide the reality, for instance the assassination attempt, as Albert wasn`t wounded during that occasion, and the fact that Emily is much taller than Victoria actually was. Also, Melbourne was depicted much younger than he were at the time. Despite those inaccuracies, the movie received mostly positive critics and many comments on numerous sites on the Internet.
 I found the movie rather moving and loved the way it depicted both Victoria and Albert and their mutual love, but also Victoria`s inexperience as a very young queen. For me, it was pretty realistic, with great costumes and scenes, and accurate in presenting the image in the country at the time.
Emily Blunt and Rupert Friend as Victoria and Albert

“Mrs. Brown”

This is a movie from 1997, staring Judi Dench and Billy Connolly, depicting the relationship between Victoria and John Brown. It was nominated for two Oscars and had fifteen other nominations and twelve awards. The interesting fact is that this was Gerard Butler`s first film. He also received the award for bravery during the shooting as he saved one boy from drowning (10). The movie was mostly given positive critics, especially for Dench`s and
 Connolly`s portraits of Victoria and Brown. It depicted their close relationship, Brown`s overprotective behaviour, but also the disapproval of their relationship by the members of the royal family and by the nation. At the end of the movie it was shown that Brown had been writing a diary which was destroyed after his death, due to the effect it could have made if found. Victoria also wrote the book about their life in Scotland, at Balmoral castle, during the period of isolation from public life. After Brown`s death she wanted to write a sequel, but was advised not to publish it, because it could have triggered new rumours about the possible romance with Brown (5).

Discussion

When I started writing this paper I couldn`t even imagine how much literature there is on Victoria, either on the Internet or in books. In spite of the vast number of sources to crucial information, there`s a huge problem in verifying the data. Numerous books have been written on Victoria`s life, but who can really know for sure if it`s all true? I tried to give my best in checking the accuracy of the information I found. The movies I watched also helped me in understanding how Victoria might have felt in her youth and later, after Albert`s death. Still, I believe we can`t take anything for granted, since many things depend on the point of view.

Conclusion

 I think that many people more or less know what happened during Victorian times, but fewer people know facts about the Queen`s life. My aim was to introduce Victoria`s life to the readers, since she marked the whole era in the history. 
Writing this paper, I widened my knowledge on Victoria`s life. The most important thing I learned is that the pressure can sometimes be too immense and that just a few people can find strength to confront a great number of people in order to prompt big changes in their views on life. Victoria was one of those people and that`s why I admire her. Not every person could be as good as she was in her role.
Victoria`s life taught me to stay strong during hard times and to choose wisely whom I trust, like she did. I hope we can all learn something from her life.
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